MY MUSIC EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY

One of the facets of a music teacher’s philosophy is “What is important about music?”  One of the things that I believe is important about music is the idea of expression.  I am not good at expressing my feeling and emotions through art, dancing, or writing, but I certainly can through music, and as a result I relieve myself of many worries and tensions.  Another thing is the uniqueness of music.  Every musician chooses his own personal favorite musical instrument (personally, I had to try two or three!).  Each has his own favorite composer and style, and even then each musician may play a passage in their own interpretation.  Not many other art forms can offer this type of uniqueness.  

Another facet is “What is music’s value?”  Well, certainly the things mentioned in the above paragraph add value to music, but there are many other parts of music that are valuable.  One of these parts is definitely the intellectual aspect of music.  Musicians learn to read a different symbol system, all while increasing their special reasoning and memory skills.  They are also learning history and math.  Another valuable aspect is the physical one.  Playing music works both small and large muscle groups and improves coordination.  It also teaches discipline, builds self-confidence and makes the player more responsible.  Also, one must not forget the entertaining aspect of music!  Listening to music is fun and performing it is even more enjoyable.  
One last facet is “What is the value of music education?”  I believe that music education is very valuable.  There are not many other ways to introduce the benefits of music to students other than through a school music education program.   Also music education programs offer important social benefits to students.  They can teach students how to work within groups and be leaders.  Many friends can be made through these programs.

I believe that if music education is not kept in the schools, we are depriving children of something that helps them express themselves and makes them unique all while actually teaching them many educational things.  I also believe that my philosophy about music education is never “finished”.  This is something that will change with every experience I have, whether in my college classes, while teaching piano lessons, or even into my career and in the classroom.  My only hope is that all people can realize how important music is and will want to take part in musical activities.
